Studies on fluorescamine: Part I--Applications of fluorescamine in forensic toxicological analysis.
This paper describes some applications of the fluorescamine spot test to forensic toxicological analysis. The fluorescamine test only reacts with primary amines; thus, this test makes a clear-cut distinction between amphetamine and methamphetamine. Previous common spot tests used reacted the same with these two amines. Fluorescamine is 100 times more sensitive in detecting amphetamine extracted from urine on thin-layer chromatograms than ninhydrin. Thus, it is a more sensitive method of detecting amphetamine abuse in urinalysis screening programs.